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Introduction 

Historians  from  Robert  Proud  and  Thomas  F.  Gordon  to  con- 
temporary students  writing  in  our  university  seminars  have  been 
attracted  by  Pennsylvania’s  rich  and  diverse  history.1  Their  interest 
and  fruitful  research  have  produced  a wide  range  of  monographs. 
In  the  early  decades  of  the  twentieth  century  these  studies  usually 
described  the  political  and  constitutional  development  of  the  Keystone 
State.  With  the  passage  of  time,  however,  the  scope  and  method  of 
these  studies  have  become  much  more  comprehensive  and  analytical.2 
Dissertations  have  become  more  limited  in  chronological  scope,  and 
their  authors  have  been  more  imaginative  in  using  the  concepts  and 
methodology  of  the  social  and  behavioral  sciences. 

Perhaps  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  better  biblio- 
graphical coverage  of  its  historical  writings  than  any  other  state. 
Yet,  there  is  a wealth  of  unpublished  material  available  for  use  by 
scholars  and  readers  of  Pennsylvania  history  that  has  generally  been 
overlooked  because  of  the  absence  of  carefully  prepared  bibliographies 
or  finding  guides.  The  failure  of  researchers  to  use  this  vast  untapped 
research  source  is  less  acceptable  today  than  it  was  two  decades  ago, 
especially  since  most  doctoral  dissertations  are  available  through 
University  Microfilms  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  Furthermore,  a re- 
searcher can  use  such  aids  as  the  thirty-seven-volume  Comprehensive 
Dissertation  Index,  1861-1972  (Ann  Arbor:  University  Microfilms, 
1973)  for  purposes  of  retrieval.  This  inventory  of  doctoral  disserta- 
tions, which  is  organized  by  author  and  subject,  contains  417,000 
entries;  it  provides  a nearly  complete  listing  of  the  dissertations 
accepted  for  academic  doctoral  degrees  granted  by  United  States 
educational  institutions.3  It  is  an  expanded  version  of  the  retrospective 
index,  1861-1972,  to  Dissertation  Abstracts  International  (9  vols.,  Ann 
Arbor,  1970)  . Researchers  also  will  find  useful  Warren  F.  Kuehl’s  Dis- 


^oseph  E.  Illick,  "The  Writing  of  Colonial  Pennsylvania  History,’’  Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  XCIV  (January,  1970)  , 3-25.  Also,  see 
references  below,  note  9. 

2See  Introduction  to  "The  Worlds  of  Roy  Franklin  Nichols’’  in  Pennsylvania 
History,  XXXVIII  (January,  1971),  v-vi. 

3There  are  some  major  schools,  such  as  Harvard  University  and  the  University 
of  Chicago,  that  do  not  participate  in  the  University  Microfilms  program.  The 
University  of  Chicago  publishes  its  own  Dissertation  and  Thesis  List. 
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sertations  in  History:  An  Index  to  Dissertations  Completed  in  History 
Departments  of  United  States  and  Canadian  Universities , 1S7 3-1960 
(Lexington:  University  of  Kentucky  Press,  1965)  and  Dissertations 
in  History  . . . 1961  — June  1970  (Lexington:  University  Press  of  Ken- 
tucky, 1972). 

Yet,  these  bibliographical  tools  do  have  some  shortcomings.  For  the 
specialist  the  computer-generated  Comprehensive  Dissertation  Index 
suffers  from  editorial  awkwardness,  computer-produced  errors,  and 
omissions,4  and  the  Kuehl  compilations  suffer  from  a format  that 
is  strictly  alphabetical  and  limited  to  only  history  degree  titles. 
Although  the  above  bibliographies  and  or  indexes  simplify  the  bibli- 
ographic search  for  dissertations  and  obviate  the  need  to  use  some 
of  the  older  bibliographies,  they  do  not  combine  all  the  dissertations 
that  have  been  written  on  Pennsylvania  history  topics  in  one  compact 
volume. 

Students  of  Pennsylvania  history  are  fortunate  that  historical  refer- 
ence work  and  or  bibliographical  control  has  been  supported  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  The  first  reference  work  was  published  in  1946  with 
the  title  Writings  on  Pennsylvania  History,  and  was  compiled  by 
Arthur  C.  Bining,  Robert  L.  Brunhouse  and  Norman  B.  Wilkinson. 
The  effort  to  update  and  expand  Writings  led  to  Norman  B.  Wilkin- 
son’s massive  compilation,  Bibliography  of  Pennsylvania  History: 
Second  Edition  of  Writings  on  Pennsylvania  History,  A Bibliography 
(Harrisburg,  1957)  . The  925-page  account,  including  index,  incor- 
porated an  impressive  list  of  titles  and  stood  as  an  outstanding  model 
of  state-wide  bibliography.  It  failed,  however,  to  separate  the  published 
and  unpublished  material. 

In  late  1971  I reported5  that  there  seemed  to  be  little  hope  that 
another  updated  edition,  comprehensive  in  nature  would  be  forth- 
coming. The  above  compilation,  as  well  as  John  E.  Bodnar’s  Ethnic 
History  in  Pennsylvania : A Selected  Bibliography  (Harrisburg:  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  1974),  were  efforts  to 


‘See  critique  by  Ralph  L.  Scott,  "A  SI, 000  Misunderstanding:  UM’s  Index  to 
Its  ‘Dissertation  Abstracts  International'"  and  response  by  Robert  F.  Asleson, 
"A  One-Million-Entry  Starting  Place'  for  Finding  Dissertations,”  Wilson  Library 
B.utleiin,  VII,  (September.  1971).  73-77.  Also,  sec  the  Introduction  to  the  Com- 
prehensive Dissertation  Index  published  in  1973,  page  xi. 

'Dissertations  on  Pennsylvania  History,  1886-1971:  A Bibliography,”  Pennsyl- 

vania History,  XXXIX  (January,  1972),  73. 
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fill  the  vacuum.* * * * * 6  In  1965,  the  State  Library  of  Pennsylvania  had  begun 
to  update  Wilkinson  annually  by  publishing  Year’s  Work  in  Pennsyl- 
vania Studies , but  while  useful,  this  effort  has  proved  unsystematic 
for  historical  needs. 

The  public,  it  seems,  wanted  another  large  volume  on  the  model 
of  Wilkinson’s.  Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Donald  H.  Kent  and 
Mr.  Scott  Bruntjen,  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Com- 
mission and  the  Research  Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  agreed  to  cooperate  in  a joint  effort  in  order  to  close  the 
fifteen-year  gap  between  Wilkinson's  Bibliography  and  the  first  com- 
prehensive edition  of  Year’s  Work.  A product  of  this  cooperative 
effort,  published  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Com- 
mission and  appearing  in  the  middle  of  1977,  is  Bibliography  of 
Pennsylvania  History:  A Supplement,  edited  by  Carol  Wall.  This 
volume  includes  titles  of  books,  articles  and  dissertations  published 
between  1953  and  1967,  and  some  titles  overlooked  in  Wilkinson. 
The  updating  project  will  be  continued  by  Associate  Historian 
John  B.  B.  Trussed,  Jr.,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission;  it  will  seek  to  maintain  considerably  more  current  pub- 
lication information  through  the  release  of  bibliographies  of  writings 
on  Pennsylvania  history  in  periodical  form;  each  periodical  issue  will 
cover  two  to  three  years’  accumulation  of  such  writings,  categorized 
chronologically  and  by  topic,  and  indexed.7 

What  is  really  needed  then  to  aid  researchers  as  well  as  reference 
librarians  are  comprehensive  guides  to  unpublished  material  prepared 
on  a state-by-state  basis.  This  course,  which  was  first  established  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia  by  Richard  R.  Duncan  and  Dorothy  M.  Brown, 
has  been  adopted  in  a number  of  states.8  This  bibliography  is  in 

"Two  other  valuable  compilations  appeared  during  the  interim:  Lawrence  C. 

Little,  Researches  in  Personality , Character  and  Religious  Education:  A Bibli- 

ography of  American  Doctoral  Dissertations,  1885  to  1959  (Pittsburgh:  University 

of  Pittsburgh  Press,  1962)  ; and  Daniel  Nelson,  A Checklist  of  Writings  on  the 

Economic  History  of  the  Greater  Philadelphia-Wilmington  Region  (Greenville: 

Eleutherian  Mills  Historical  Library,  1968).  They  also  fail  to  separate  the  un- 
published material,  but  do  include  some  masters’  theses  titles. 

7This  volume  is  expected  to  appear  in  the  fall  of  1978.  It  will  include  doctoral 
dissertation  titles. 

aMasters’  Theses  and  Doctoral  Dissertations  on  Maryland  History  (Baltimore: 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  1970)  and  their  "Theses  and  Dissertations  on  Virginia 
History,  A Bibliography,”  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  LXXXIX 
(January,  1969),  55-109.  The  latter  was  sponsored  by  the  Virginia  Historical 
Society.  Other  states  with  such  projects  include  Indiana  and  Delaware. 

iii 


part  an  outgrowth  of  the  above  work,  and  also  fulfills  Philip  S.  Klein’s 
request  made  at  a Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  Council  Meeting 
in  1966  that  a cumulative  listing  of  doctoral  dissertations  relating  to 
Pennsylvania  history  be  undertaken.  I his  State  bibliography  is  per- 
haps less  ambitious  than  others  completed  to  date  since  it  includes 
only  doctoral  dissertation  titles.  This  focus  was  decided  upon  only 
after  considerable  soul-searching,  and  then  for  two  very  good  reasons. 
First,  during  the  1960’s  the  trend  in  history  departments  was  to 
do  away  with  the  master’s  thesis  (a  list  of  useful  masters’  theses 
for  the  period  preceding  1953  can  be  found  in  Wilkinson's  bibli- 
ography, although  they  arc  not  categorized  separately)  . Second,  and 
even  more  important,  the  length  of  the  Pennsylvania  doctoral  dis- 
sertation list  made  the  inclusion  of  the  less  significant  masters’  theses 
editorially  unfeasible.  It  seemed  more  important  for  the  compiler 
to  cite,  in  addition  to  doctoral  titles  in  history,  relevant  dissertations 
in  political  science,  economics,  sociology,  psychology,  English,  labor, 
music,  speech,  religion  and  education. 

The  primary  object  of  this  research  guide  is  threefold:  (1)  to 

indicate  systematically  the  voluminous  amount  of  doctoral  work 
already  completed  on  various  topics  in  or  related  to  Pennsylvania 
history;  (2)  to  expose  those  areas  neglected  by  historians;  and  (3)  to 
specify  the  endless  over-working  of  some  topics,  especially  for  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  third  objective  would  seem  particularly 
timely  in  light  of  the  American  bicentennial  and  Pennsylvania  tri- 
centennial events  to  be  celebrated  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  remain- 
ing quarter  of  this  century.9 

The  compilation  published  in  1971 — covering  the  period  1886  to 
1971— included  726  doctoral  dissertation  titles.  This  present  list 


“The  need  to  keep  researchers  interested  and  abreast  of  the  latest  trends  in 
Pennsylvania  histon  has  been  a principal  concern  of  the  Harrisburg  Research  Con- 
ference sponsored  each  spring  since  1965  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association, 
in  cooperation  with  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission.  For 
some  recent  suggestions,  sec  the  three  reports  prepared  by  Harry  E.  YVhipkcy: 
"The  1671  Research  Conference  at  Harrisburg:  Plans  and  Suggestions  for  the 

Bicentennial,"  Pennsylvania  History,  XXXVIII  (October,  1971),  100-25;  '"File  1973 
Research  Conference  at  Harrisburg:  Topics  in  Pennsylvania  History  Prior  to  1800,” 
ibid.,  XL  (October,  1973)  , 427-00;  “The  1974  Research  Conference:  Old  and 

Xcw  Approaches  to  Pennsylvania  History,"  ibid.,  XLI  (October,  1974)  , 429-57; 
and  by  I,otiis  M.  Waddell,  "The  1976  Research  Conference  at  Harrisburg,”  ibid., 
XLII1  (October,  1976),  347-63.  Also,  sec  Roland  M.  Baumann,  "The  Pennsylvania 
State  Archives  and  Research  Opportunities  in  the  Era  of  the  American  Revolution,” 
Pennsylvania  Heritage,  II  (September,  1976)  , 14-16. 
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contains  1,259  titles,  which  is  an  increase  of  sixty  per  cent.  Al- 
though the  latter  list  includes  a handful  of  titles  overlooked  in  the 
original  work,  the  sizable  increase  over  the  last  five  years  actually 
steins  from  the  expansion  of  graduates  in  degree  programs  during 
the  late  1960’s.  1 wrote  in  1971  that  writers  on  Pennsylvania  history 
have  shown  the  greatest  interest  in  the  colonial,  Revolutionary  and 
immediate  post-Revolutionary  periods,  and  I noted  that  the  late 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries  represented  the  most  promising 
periods  for  investigation  by  historians.  As  the  table  below  reveals, 
when  compared  to  the  one  of  1971,  some  progress  has  been  made  to 
alter  this  balance.  The  greatest  growth  has  occurred  in  education.10 


Category  No. 

of  Titles 

Percentage 

General 

126 

10 

Colonial 

132 

10.5 

American  Revolution 

94 

7.5 

Early  National 

107 

8.5 

Jacksonian  and  Middle  Period 

84 

6.75 

Civil  War  and  Reconstruction 

39 

3 

Gilded  Age  and  Progressive  Periods 

74 

6 

Twentieth  Century 

179 

14 

Ethnic 

47 

3.75 

Religion 

77 

6 

Education 

301 

24 

Totals 

1,259 

100 

An  obvious  conclusion  also  to  be  drawn  from  a close  reading  of 
the  bibliography  is  that  the  completed  work  in  the  twentieth  century 
thus  far  has  been  done  largely  by  social  scientists.  In  addition  it 
reveals  that  scholars  have  concentrated  primarily  on  political  topics 
and  as  a result  have  hardly  touched  Pennsylvania’s  rich  social  and 
cultural  heritage.  Also,  the  State’s  urban  centers,  with  the  exception 
of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  have  been  neglected  as  have  county 
studies.  And  although  a considerable  amount  of  biographical  material 
is  to  be  found  in  this  bibliography,  the  actual  number  of  full-length 
biographies  is  relatively  small.  Finally,  a considerable  number  of 

“The  doctoral  titles  in  education  have  been  carefully  selected  and  by  no  means 
represent  all  that  have  been  completed  in  this  area. 

“The  percentages  have  been  rounded  off  to  the  nearest  hundredth. 
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State  and  local  figures  of  first-  and  second-rank  distinction  have  been 
ignored  and  perhaps  need  to  receive  their  proper  niche  in  the  history 
of  the  Province  and  the  Commonwealth. 

In  this  compilation  the  following  historical  periods  have  been  used: 
General  (1682-1976),  Colonial,  American  Revolution,  Early  National, 
Jacksonian  and  Middle  Period,  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction,  Gilded 
Age  and  Progressive,  and  Twentieth  Century.  It  was  decided  that 
the  division  of  titles  along  these  lines,  with  the  exception  of  Education, 
Ethnic  and  Religion,  was  preferable  to  doing  it  by  topics  (political, 
economic,  social,  intellectual  and  biographical)  . It  should  also  be 
noted  that  a number  of  the  dissertations  have  been  published  and 
may  appear  in  print  under  slightly  different  titles.  T his  can  be  easily 
checked  in  the  multi-volume,  multi-series  National  Union  Catalogue. 
Originally  I had  planned  to  indicate  the  dissertations  which  have 
been  published,  but  this  idea  was  ruled  out  later.  In  addition,  no 
effort  has  been  made  either  to  classify  the  type  of  doctoral  degree 
conferred  or  to  cross-reference  every  title  that  might  conceivably  fall 
in  more  than  one  category.  In  a survey  of  this  magnitude  omissions 
and  oversights  are  inevitable,  and  the  coverage  of  the  discipline  of 
history  is  probably  more  complete  than  that  of  the  others.  Vet  what- 
ever the  shortcomings  of  this  compilation  project,  I hope  that  it  meets 
the  long-felt  need  detailed  above  and  will  be  useful  to  students  of 
Pennsylvania  history. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  acknowledge  everyone  who  has  been 
involved  in  this  project  since  1970.  However,  I would  like  to  ex- 
press my  appreciation  to  Dr.  Philip  S.  Klein,  who  spurred  my  interest 
in  Pennsylvania  bibliography  while  a graduate  student  at  Pennsylvania 
State  University.  He  was  involved  in  the  initial  compilation  published 
in  1972  and  he  has  been  a source  of  encouragement  for  its  updating. 
The  final  product  has  also  profited  from  the  individual  efforts  of 
Gabrielle  W.  Smith,  who  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  name 
index,  and  Diane  Smith  Wallace,  who  carefully  checked  the  final  draft 
for  anv  errors  and  inconsistencies.  Cheryl  Klipa,  Marcia  Yost  and 
Angela  Orsini  typed  the  manuscript  through  its  various  stages.  Eliza- 
beth B.  Ulrich,  Head,  General  Reference,  State  Library,  and  Randall 
Tenor,  Reference  Librarian,  kindly  permitted  me  to  have  access  to 
files  for  The  Yearbook  in  Pennsylvania  Studies.  Harold  E.  Cox,  Editor, 
Pennsylvania  History,  kindly  gave  me  permission  to  reprint  material 
from  my  “Dissertations  on  Pennsylvania  History,  1886-1971:  A Bibli- 
ography.” Pennsylvania  History,  XXXIX  (January,  1972),  72-114. 
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Finally,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
and  Museum  Commission  and  its  Executive  Director,  William  J. 
Wewer,  for  approving  this  publication;  Harry  E.  Whipkey,  Director, 
Bureau  of  Archives  and  History,  and  John  E.  Bodnar,  Chief,  Division 
of  History,  both  of  whom  supported  the  work  in  many  indirect  ways; 
and  Harold  L.  Myers,  Associate  Historian,  who  guided  the  manuscript 
through  the  final  stage  of  publication.  To  all  these  people  and  to 
others  who  have  not  been  named  I express  my  gratitude.  The  final 
responsibility  for  the  work,  however,  is  mine  alone. 

Roland  M.  Baumann 
Chief,  Division  of  Archives  and  Manuscripts 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 
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